Localized lipodystrophy with panniculitis: light and electron microscopic studies.
A 41-year-old woman with localized lipodystrophy histologically showed lymphohistiocytic inflammation within adipose tissue at the periphery and loss of adipose tissue in the center of the lesion. Ultrastructurally, various degrees of lipophagocytosis by macrophages and giant cells were seen, starting with the projection of cytoplasmic processes into the fat droplet and engulfing pieces of the fat droplet which finally were digested. Laboratory investigations revealed a high serum gamma-globulin level and a positive antinuclear antibody, suggestive of a connective tissue disease or autoimmune disease.